
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 3 (8/29/2021) 

 Jesus says that we cannot serve two masters. This can be understood in several ways.  

Jesus specifically states that you cannot serve God and Mammon.  Mammon is commonly 

thought to mean money, material wealth, or any entity that promises wealth.  Mammon can also 

specifically refer to the devil of covetousness.  To serve Mammon is to give in to the suggestions 

of the devil that prompts us to want that which belongs to others.  Such service to these 

suggestions is connected to envy and greed; it leads to theft, to cheating, to withholding support 

from family, the Church, and those in need.  The evil of covetousness is one that separates us 

from the love of God as we begin to love the accumulation of money and the trappings that can 

be purchased by that money.  It separates us from the love of neighbor as our greed for the 

material and for our own comfort causes us to withhold charity from others.  You cannot serve 

God by regular attentive Mass attendance, by study on spiritual matters, by personal prayer and 

devotion when you are placing undue time and mental energy into the accumulation of wealth.  

You cannot serve your family and neighbor when you are so fully absorbed in work activities, so 

guarded to spend any of your accumulated resources, so consumed with plans for greater 

material successes, that you have little left for others.  No wonder the Lord devotes two 

commandments to sins of covetousness.  

 It is easy to see how the love money - and the service of the devil of covetousness - can 

interfere with, and even displace the service to God.  You cannot serve two masters because there 

is only so much of your energy and resources to go around.  You cannot serve two masters 

because two masters who demand a total self-gift cannot both be given to (how do you give your 

whole self to two different masters?).  Finally you cannot serve two masters because often times 

they will demand contradictory things at the same time.  Who will you side with? Who will get 

you at that time?  When you can make $100 dollars doing something at the time for Mass will 

you gain the money, or go to Mass?  When a poor friend needs assistance, will you give it or be 

afraid to deplete your reserves and say no?  When you have free time in the evening will you 

read stock market reports, or “The Imitation of Christ”?  Serving two master tears one apart. 

 However, there is another connected lesson we can draw as well.  It is a lesson 

highlighted by St. Paul when he speaks of the lusts of the flesh.  We can be conflicted between 



the service of God and the service of a devil like Mammon; we can also be pulled between 

serving God and serving the idols of our popular culture that presumes to dictate right and wrong 

apart from God’s law.  But these are external forces.  A devil’s suggestion, and the suggestions of 

a secular culture that ignores the reality of the Living God are forces outside of us.  But what 

about the forces that rise from within and are a consequence of our fallen nature?  The lusts of 

the flesh that St. Paul speaks of wage war against the Spirit - the Spirit of that same God whom 

we must serve.  The service of God involves the participation in true worship of God, spiritual 

study, personal prayer, acts of devotion, and works of mercy directed towards neighbor - 

however, all of this is only possible through the helps of the Spirit and with the Spirit’s guidance 

and inspiration.  To have anything in our lives that interferes with the Spirit will interfere with 

the service of our Master in heaven.  You cannot serve both God and Mammon, and you cannot 

serve both the promptings of the Spirit and the promptings of the flesh.  Since following these 

lusts will inevitably lead to alienation from the Spirit, and alienation from the Spirit will lead to 

the road of mortal separation from God - St. Paul rightly says that those who give into that 

service will not obtain the kingdom of God. 

 The good news is that within the Spirit is the strength to continue on as we struggle 

agains the flesh and against the devils that tempt us.  In the closeness to God that is developed by 

devotion is the means to keep our head above water as we fight against sin.  In the sacrament of 

reconciliation is the means to restore our relationship with God damaged by sin, in the Eucharist 

is the Manna in the desert of our lives that nourishes us and provides at we need to get to the end 

of the journey in the promised land.  Heaven and Hell are before us.  The service of that which 

gives us material comforts and bodily delights over the service to God leads to destruction.  The 

following of the promptings of the Spirit, the conscious selecting of God to be the master of each 

given moment of life leads us to fulfillment and eternal bliss.  We may get discouraged by our 

sins, we may feel torn by the pressures of those around us to abandon true devotion to God, we 

may get frustrated with ourselves for our failure to serve God as we ought.  Just remember that 

on the road of life there are many forks int he road.  The more times we select God as Master at 

the various forks in the road, the more surely our path points to the heavenly home.  Rather than 

lament a poor decision of a badly chosen fork in the road, resolve next time to choose the right 

fork - and by that, serve the right master.  


